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~l :~ tcr 5 - ~ect 1 on 1 

.LJ":':c:.H L.! Ji~ i: : ~\lu;'o' ~1!.A.J .. t.1 J tho f 1rEt c hurch bu11 t in 

:ru(..nb[l.d~ ";0111'lUn1ty, \.c.,s s i tuate; on C h 
- ~ I. C ... ou... s i de of : :0::; -

:.i ~::. l .. un , DeCtr e I nr ..,:e S !'inG. It sto od in Tbe center o~ 
. 

the 01 ~.J cr t of ~·.hn ti s no\',' th e .I-lr b orvE::.le Cenete ry " i'b e 

e:{:,ot u .... te that the ch urch ' . .'.!:: !:. bu ilt 1s not l: norln . Eor.eVE 

the follo~in~ f~cts sho~ tt Lt 1t Dust hLve been built Et tl 

bc:i nni nG of th e j:inetecn:h Uentury . 

i ~ i nall u purt of ~ 120 _ere t r act [r~nted ~y patent to 

J~ .. es ~ucter co~veyed ~e 

scce t o " i l liGm ~ysa rd ; und on .;;ep t 7 , l eOO , .. illi",n ~ " J 

conveyed , he sene to Jacob flunbaugh of AU3uste Cou~ty . 

Apri l 8 , 1806 "acob rtunbaugh conveyed to Jacob Gilli spi e 1 

of the said 120 =cres , "Lich is t he ea _te rn end of the tre 

7he ,:est line or end of tce 13 ~c res 1s now the line of tl 

original " mee ting house lot~ but in th is record bear inG 

of 1806 , there is no [1ention of G churuh or of pc s ~ ir,;; a 

On June 12, 1812, Jacob ~umbuugh conv eys 

J &:1es l'a11ma n tl10 tracts of land. 

'rhe name of Jalllea Tallcan first e~pears in th e I e 

records of ? ocahontas County, then Both County, Ve., in E 

de ed bearing date 3ept. i, 17i5, reoorded in ~eed Book ff 

paee 173 , in Bath Co~ 1~ Offi oe, and is a conve ys 

of 195 Aores to &1,,* I .... AllOker. Thi s t 

lE. nd ot the above 120 ~or. 

that thh 



-2-

Pocahontas County 

This old church could not hove been erected befo r e 1795 
and "erhops not before 1812 , beca use James Tallman Vl6S lnstru-
mento l in bUilding the church ond he did t~ e not own a ny or 
land prior to these dates . It has been said that J acob Rum-

b~ugh sold the l a nd to a Committee and , if that is true , he had 

to mak e the sale bet\'.'een 18 00. and 1812, as that \'las "the duration 

' of his ownersh ip of the l ands . Hor/eve r J .Jc..mes Tallman ma de 

tha daed on .July 5, 1831 to Ben j. Tallman , .James '::ooddell , and 

Georg e Bur ner, Trustees of the Dee r Creek Un i on Chs,pel fo r a 

trect of 1 ro . 1 rd. and 34 pol es , Situated on Back ~reek a 

.fork p of Dee r Creek and a branch o f vreenbrier :Hiver , being a 

part of a tract pur chased of Ja cob Rumbaugh and joining the 

lands of James j,lcKesny . It is a Vlell knO\m fact t3at this 

chur ch wa s erected many years before the date of this deed . 

In the cases of most of the early churches , Vie find tha t the 

churches wer e loui l t and the deeds to the l and made 50metines 

yea rs afterwa r ds . 

Th is church \"as used by all denominations unt i -l they 

built churches of their own and then, atter the ereation of o th 

churches in th e Conmunity, the people would go beak to the old 

log church ond ho l d the ir camp meetings . 

was beld in th e year ot 1858. 

Tte l e st ceeting 

In the Session Books of the "Church et the nesd of 

Greenbr i er" ( now Liberty), I tind the following mention: 

Sept . 22 , 1844 

3e:;l>ioo convened at ~.I' C" •• 1t llIIlloa Ohurch snd v,a s 



. . 

.,. D. Mc Cutcheon , A . G. 

Tall",an . 

Jept . 25 , 18 46 

Session convened 
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J,<nthew. Ben J . Tall 
J maD, end Boon 

e t Union Church b nd Vias 
pray<> r by Hev . Joseph !J ro wn . 

o per:ed with 

Baptisms: 

A. G. 1iathews, 0 • 
ne cnild ne.me d .tilldrew i ftlrw1ck 

il . D. j,JcCutcheon, one child named Robart Luthe r 

R. B . Ta llma n, one child named J.\ary A11ce 

_l ders presen t: 
R . D. ]';cCutcheon , A . G. l£thevls, and Banj . 

ra Ilmen • 

June 30 , 1 650 

Session me t a t Deer Cr eek Un10n Church. 

Tilis was a small church a bout 30 x 40 ft. find stood eest 

a n d wes t front ing toward the east . Tile pul p1t "as 'very h1gh. 

The upstairs gal:lery na s carried to neor the center of the 

bui lding whi ch made room for a cpngrega t 10n upstairs a s well 

as do".-:nsta irs . There wa s no chi1!lney in the chu r ch and how 

it ria shea ted seems "to be a mystery to t he people of today. 

It is more thnn l ikel y that no services we re held during t he 

cost sever e I"leathe r . 

The Dee r Creek Union ~hapel was the only church in t he 

ee3ter n end of the county for a period 01' about torty years • 

• -eo,,1e caGle here from the Upper Greenbrier or Upper ·.L'ract, 

later Travelera -epose. and aa tar •• at aa Buzaarda Creek, 

beyond "a rw1ok and later kDO .... PI'!""'". 

:in that end the 
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oh ur h was oalled t he " me eting hou s e" . The lot !:as quoted 
in t he l a nd reco r ds as t he "mee ting hous e l o t" . ~'he people 

cenerlilly took a basket of dinner find zpent the day in Ylo rsh1p 

8:ld in mee ti n g an d g reetinG t he ir friends . 

r;hen the Confeder a te soldiers Y/ere c ampe d on the top 

of Allegheny l':ountain , 1n the · year 1861, the soldiers came 

, down an d took a ll t he ceiling from the chUrch a nd hauled 1 t 

to the top of t he mounta in to ce1 l the1r \'l inte r cab1ns. 

The old chur ch stoo d until the year of 1866. Cne da y 

in that yea r Bro vm 1.1 . Yeage r V1ent inside end cut soue k1 ndling 

f r om one of tha p i ne log s . That same nigh t there wa s a 

terrific wind storm and a terri ble crash \'l sS heard . The next 

morning it was discovered t ha t the old log cburch had bIOTIn dOiln. 

7b e church evidently had not been used for tnf.ny years before 

t ha t • . 

Informa tion : ' ·'rs . Chris Ar bogast 
]"r . Glenn "rbo Gast 
1..r . R. W. Brown 


